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C H A P T E R  I

How to read this document
This document does not say whether you are a good mother. The question has no astrological answer,

and anyone who claims otherwise is selling something other than astrology.

What a mother-and-child synastry describes is  the mechanics of the meeting between two charts:

what happens by itself, what gets understood the wrong way round, what the presence of Hugo wakes

in  you  without  his  having  done  anything  for  it.  Mechanics  are  neither  good  nor  bad.  They  can  be

understood, and once understood they can be steered.

T H E  Q U E S T I O N  T H I S  D O C U M E N T  A N S W E R S

A useful document answers one question, and everything else follows from it. Here it is:

Why  the  best  thing  you  do  for  Hugo  —  protecting  him,  absorbing,  not  worrying  him  —  is

precisely what he receives worst; and why he, who perceives everything, never has the words

for it.

The answer rests on two facts, each measured, and the fourteen chapters do nothing but unfold

them.

The first: your chart is inward and the chart of Hugo is turned toward the other.  Five of your

thirteen points live in house 12, the sector of what is lived without witness — and six of his live in

houses 7 and 8, the sectors of the other and of what is shared in depth. You do not operate in the

same world.

The second: your Saturn is square the North Node of Hugo at three hundredths of a degree.

What you offer as a frame arrives at right angles to the direction he grows in. It is not a fault, and it

cannot be repaired: it is a geometry. The whole of chapter IV starts from there.

How this document is written
This document  addresses you,  about the bond with Hugo. It  speaks of him in the third person and

names him every time — never «his Saturn» where it could be yours: «the Saturn of Hugo» on one side,

«your Saturn» on the other.

It weighs a little more on the reading, and that is the price of never having to wonder who is meant. A

synastry is reread in pieces, often at an angle, sometimes months later: a name at the top of a paragraph

does not protect a sentence three lines further down.
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T H E  B I R T H  D E TA I L S  O F  H U G O  A R E  N O T  I N  T H I S  D O C U M E N T

The cover carries only yours. The date, time and place of birth of Hugo appear nowhere — not

on the cover, not in the body.

This is  deliberate,  and doubly so when the second person is  a child.  You already know them,

printing them would add nothing, and it keeps a minor's civil identity out of a file that circulates.

What does remain is his table of positions: without it, the document would assert angles without

showing where they come from. Coordinates are not an identity.

What this document is not
It is not a diagnosis. Nothing here is medical or psychological. If something worries you about Hugo,

that is a question for someone whose profession it is — not for a chart of the sky.

It is not a list of your mistakes. This is the most important point in the whole document, and it is worth

writing in plain words: a structural misunderstanding is nobody's fault. It is two charts that do not speak

the  same  language.  You  did  not  do  badly;  you  did  what  your  chart  does,  and  he  receives  what  his

receives.

Nor  is  it  a  portrait  of  Hugo. An  eight-year-old  is  not  a  chart.  This  document  describes  a  meeting

between two charts, not a person — and the last word on who Hugo is belongs to him alone, today and

later.

And it is not a verdict. You know Hugo better than his chart does. If a passage does not sound like him,

you are the one who is right — and the gap itself is information.

R E F E R E N C E

Aspects, planets, houses
These pages are here to be consulted throughout the reading: no astrological knowledge is required, it

is enough to come back here whenever a word is unclear. One rule holds all the rest together: the planet

says which inner function is at play, the sign says how it expresses itself, the house says in which area

of life it plays out.

What an inter-aspect is — the central word of this document
In a natal chart, an aspect links two planets within one chart. In a synastry, two charts are laid over each

other and the angles that form from one chart to the other are read: those are called inter-aspects.

«Your Saturn on the North Node of Hugo» therefore does not mean that those two points sit in the same

chart: it means that, with the two birth skies laid one over the other, those two points occupy the same

degree. That meeting is what describes a bond.

And the orb matters more than anything else. The orb is the gap, in degrees, from the exact angle. An

inter-aspect at  a  tenth of  a  degree governs a  relationship;  the same one at  five degrees exists  and
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directs nothing. That is why this document gives the orb every time: it is the only way to know what

carries weight.

The five aspects: the nature of the contact
An aspect is neither good nor bad — it describes  how two functions talk to each other. The so-called

flowing aspects ask for no effort and often go unnoticed; the so-called tense aspects ask for work, and

movement comes from them.

Conjunction — 0° The two functions are fused: they act together, for better and for
worse. Neither flowing nor tense in itself — its colour depends on
the planets involved.

Sextile — 60° (flowing) An ease that is offered: it exists, but it only comes about if
someone takes hold of it. Nothing happens by itself with a sextile.

Square — 90° (tense) A structural friction between two functions that do not run at the
same pace. It is the working aspect par excellence: uncomfortable,
and the most formative.

Trine — 120° (flowing) An automatic understanding: it works without thinking about it.
The risk of a trine is forgetting it, precisely because it causes no
trouble.

Opposition — 180° (tense) Two functions face to face, both legitimate. It is never settled: it is
arranged, by giving each side its place.

The planets: the inner functions

The Sun Deep identity, what gives pride, what a person grows toward across
a whole life.

The Moon Emotions, the need for safety, how a person is reassured and finds
comfort.

The Ascendant The way in: how a person shows up, what others see first.

Mercury Mind and language: how things are understood, learned, and said.

Venus Affection and taste: how a person loves, what pleases, what is held
dear.

Mars Energy and action: how a person wants, dares, defends, and gets
angry.

Jupiter Confidence and expansion: what makes a person want to grow, to
believe, to go further.

Saturn Structure and limit: effort, patience, the frame, the maturity that
gets built.

Uranus Freedom and originality: what refuses the mould, what invents,
what breaks.

Neptune Fine sensitivity: imagination, intuition, porousness to atmospheres.

Pluto Depth: intensity, what transforms by going through difficult
passages.

The Midheaven The far direction: vocational meaning, the image a person holds in
the world.
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The lunar Nodes The growth axis: the South Node is the comfortable acquired
ground, the North Node the direction still to be won.

Chiron The tender point: where things land quickly — and where, with
time, a person knows how to help others.

Lilith (Black Moon) The untamable: what is not up for negotiation, what refuses to
bend, what is not shown.

Uranus, Neptune and Pluto move so slowly that they occupy the same sign for a whole generation: they

are read above all by their house, which belongs to each person alone.

The houses: the areas of life

House 1 The self: the displayed character, the bearing, the way of
approaching the world.

House 2 What a person has: resources, concrete talents, material security,
self-worth.

House 3 Learning and exchanging: words, everyday speech, sisters and
brothers, the near surroundings.

House 4 Roots: home, family, inherited ground, the place where a person
restores themselves.

House 5 Creating and loving: play, passions, self-expression, the love a
person gives.

House 6 Daily life: routines, work done well, the rhythm of living, the body.

House 7 Others: the couple, the bonds that count, what plays out facing
someone.

House 8 The depths: what transforms, shared intimacy, crises, endings and
beginnings again.

House 9 The horizon: meaning, beliefs, elsewhere, cultures, the large
questions.

House 10 Place in the world: recognition, vocation, public image.

House 11 The collective: the group, friends, shared projects, belonging.

House 12 The inner keep: the private world, dreaming, withdrawal, what is
lived without witness.

T H E  ℞  S Y M B O L  I N  T H E  TA B L E S :  A  R E T R O G R A D E  P L A N E T

Seen from Earth, a planet sometimes appears to move backwards across the sky. It is an optical

illusion — but it carries a constant symbolic meaning in astrology: the function concerned works

inward before it works outward. It is rarely absent; it is deferred, considered, more private. The

Sun and the Moon never go retrograde. It is common and it is not a flaw.
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C H A P T E R  I I

The two charts, at a glance
This chapter is short, and deliberately so: a synastry is not two natal charts placed end to end. It gives

the minimum needed for the rest of the document to be checkable — the positions, then in a few lines

the signature of each.

Your positions

P O I N T S I G N H O U S E F U N CT I O N

Ascendant Cancer 17°06' — How a person shows up — the way in

Midheaven Pisces 17°28' — Vocational direction, public image

Sun Gemini 25°58' House 12 Identity, the search, what a person

grows toward

Moon Gemini 11°25' House 12 Emotions, the need for safety, inner

life

Mercury Cancer 7°22' House 12 Mind, language, how things are

understood

Venus Taurus 10°17' House 11 Affection, bonds, taste, values

Mars Cancer 5°10' House 12 Action, energy, self-assertion, anger

Jupiter Aquarius 16°43' ℞ House 8 Expansion, confidence, meaning

Saturn Scorpio 22°37' ℞ House 5 Structure, limits, demands, time

Uranus Sagittarius 15°34' ℞ House 6 Freedom, rupture, the unexpected

(generational)

Neptune Capricorn 2°25' ℞ House 6 Fine sensitivity, imagination

(generational)

Pluto Scorpio 2°06' ℞ House 5 Depth, transformation (generational)

North Node Taurus 17°49' ℞ House 11 The growth direction of this life

South Node Scorpio 17°49' House 5 What is already acquired, the comfort

zone

Chiron Gemini 10°13' House 12 The tender wound and its path to

healing

Lilith (Black Moon) Taurus 1°43' House 11 The untamable — what is not up for

negotiation
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The positions of Hugo

P O I N T S I G N H O U S E F U N CT I O N

Ascendant Aquarius 20°25' — How a person shows up — the way in

Midheaven Sagittarius 9°55' — Vocational direction, public image

Sun Libra 18°41' House 8 Identity, the search, what a person

grows toward

Moon Cancer 9°46' House 5 Emotions, the need for safety, inner

life

Mercury Libra 20°51' House 8 Mind, language, how things are

understood

Venus Virgo 26°47' House 7 Affection, bonds, taste, values

Mars Virgo 23°05' House 7 Action, energy, self-assertion, anger

Jupiter Scorpio 0°17' House 8 Expansion, confidence, meaning

Saturn Sagittarius 22°56' House 10 Structure, limits, demands, time

Uranus Aries 26°50' ℞ House 2 Freedom, rupture, the unexpected

(generational)

Neptune Pisces 11°56' ℞ House 1 Fine sensitivity, imagination

(generational)

Pluto Capricorn 16°54' House 11 Depth, transformation (generational)

North Node Leo 22°35' ℞ House 7 The growth direction of this life

South Node Aquarius 22°35' House 1 What is already acquired, the comfort

zone

Chiron Pisces 25°34' ℞ House 1 The tender wound and its path to

healing

Lilith (Black Moon) Sagittarius 26°50' House 10 The untamable — what is not up for

negotiation

Your signature, in five lines
You have five of your thirteen points in house 12 — Sun, Moon, Mercury, Mars and Chiron. House 12 is

the  sector  of  what  is  lived  without  witness.  It  is  a  considerable  concentration,  and  it  is  the  most

important fact of your chart.

Your Sun and your Moon are both in Gemini, and both in that house: what you are and what you need

work through words, curiosity and connection — but inwardly, before they come out.
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Your Moon is fused with your Chiron, at 1.20°. What you need in order to feel safe and your most tender

point occupy the same place. Chapter VI comes back to this at length, because that is where Hugo

presses without knowing it.

Seven of your houses are empty — 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 9 and 10. Your chart is gathered on very few grounds, and

the ground of home is one of the missing ones: your house 4 contains nothing.

Your Saturn and your Pluto are in house 5, the house of childhood, play and children. Two heavy planets

in the sector of play: that ground is not light in you, it is structuring and it is deep. It is not a flaw. It is

information, and it explains a great deal.

The signature of Hugo, in five lines
Six of the thirteen points of Hugo occupy houses 7 and 8 — Venus, Mars and his North Node in house 7,

Sun, Mercury and Jupiter in house 8. These are the sectors of the other and of what is shared in depth.

Hugo is built to read someone opposite him.

His Ascendant is in Aquarius and his Neptune, with his Chiron, occupies his house 1: he shows up with a

little distance, a little strangeness, and a porousness that is not visible at once.

His Mars is square his Saturn at 0.15°. In him, drive and brake are welded together: he wants and he

holds back in the same movement. It is the tightest aspect of his chart, and it has nothing to do with you.

His Moon is in Cancer, in house 5 — the house of play. He settles himself by playing, not by talking. It

matters, and chapter VIII draws everything necessary from it.

His North Node is in Leo, in house 7:  the direction he grows in is  being looked at by someone.  Not

admired — looked at. Keep that sentence; it returns in chapter IV.

W H AT  T H E  C O M P A R I S O N  G I V E S ,  B E F O R E  E V E N  L O O K I N G  AT  T H E  C O N TA C T S

You live inward; Hugo lives toward the other. Five points in house 12 for you, six points in houses

7 and 8 for him. These are not two characters, they are two worlds: yours does without a witness,

his exists only with someone opposite.

Your house 4 is empty and so is his — but you do not fill it the same way, and chapter VII shows

that you fill it for each other. It is the finest fact in this file.

None of this is a problem in itself. It only becomes one where the two charts touch — and that is

what chapters III and IV are about.
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C H A P T E R  I I I

What happens by itself between you
Before  the  misunderstandings,  what  costs  no  effort  at  all  has  to  be  said  —  because  it  is  real,  it  is

measured, and because it is what makes the rest usable rather than crushing.

Your Venus on the Moon of Hugo — 0.53°
It is the finest contact in the file, and it is simple.

The Moon of Hugo is what he needs in order to feel safe. Your Venus is your way of loving and of making

things pleasant. Half a degree separates them, in sextile.

What that means concretely: the way you show affection is exactly the way he needs it shown. Not

approximately — exactly. Your Venus is in Taurus: you love through the concrete, presence, repetition,

material comfort. His Moon is in Cancer, in house 5: he is settled by the soft, the familiar and play.

W H AT  T H AT  P R O D U C E S ,  A N D  I T  N E E D S  S AY I N G  B E C A U S E  I T  C A N N O T  B E  S E E N

The gestures you make without thinking — the dish he likes, the blanket, the evening ritual, the

object put in the right place —  reach him exactly as you sent them. There is no loss between

sending and receiving.

That is rare, and it is precious in a bond that otherwise has real difficulties of translation.  When

nothing  gets  through  in  words  any  more,  this  still  gets  through. Chapter  V  uses  it  as  an

emergency exit.

And a quiet reinforcement: your Venus is also sextile his Neptune, at 1.64°. What you make beautiful or

gentle feeds his most porous part. The atmospheres you create, he breathes in.

Your Mercury on his Moon — 2.39°
Your Mercury is in Cancer, his Moon too, and they sit at nearly the same degree. Your way of speaking

and his need for safety are made of the same material.

What that gives: your voice calms him. Not what you say — your voice. The tone, the pace, the fact that

you are talking. It is something many parents do not have with their child, and it explains why he comes

and settles in the room where you are talking to somebody else.

Your Saturn sextile his Mars — 0.48°
A flowing and very useful contact, and it concerns exactly the hardest point of his chart.

The Mars of Hugo is square his own Saturn at 0.15°: in him, drive and brake are welded. He wants to do

something and holds himself back at the same time — that is not shyness, it is an internal geometry, and

it costs him.
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Your Saturn comes to rest sextile on his Mars. In other words: your structure unblocks his drive where

his own jams it. A frame coming from you does not stop him, it frees him — provided it is set before and

not during (chapter X gives the practical version).

It is the contact that redeems the whole of chapter IV. Keep it in mind while reading what follows.

Your North Node trine his Pluto — 0.92°
Your  North  Node  is  in  Taurus,  in  house  11:  your  direction  of  growth  runs  through  the  concrete,  the

lasting, the group. His Pluto is in Capricorn, in house 11 as well.

What that gives, and it is strange to write of an eight-year-old: Hugo pushes in the direction of what you

have to learn. Not on purpose, obviously. But his mere presence puts you in front of things that are

concrete, long and solid — exactly what your North Node calls for and what your very inward chart does

not give you on its own.

Your Pluto on his Jupiter — 1.82°
A quiet and generous contact: what is deepest in you meets what, in him, wants to grow and to trust.

Concretely: Hugo is not frightened by your dark places. What other children would find heavy, he finds

interesting. His Jupiter is in Scorpio, in house 8 — he is built for it. You do not need to be light with him.

The other supports, more discreet

Your Sun sextile his Uranus — 0.88° What you are encourages what is unclassifiable in him. You do

not try to fit him into a mould, and he feels it.

Your Jupiter trine his Sun — 1.97° Your confidence runs in the direction of his identity. When you

believe in him, it arrives intact.

Your Neptune sextile his Jupiter — 2.14° Your imagination feeds his appetite. The stories, the images,

what you invent: he makes something of it.

Your Saturn trine his Chiron — 2.95° Your solidity holds his tender point without forcing it. He can be

fragile in front of you without it becoming a subject.

W H AT  T H I S  C H A P T E R  A L L O W S  A N Y O N E  T O  S AY

The bond holds through affection and through the body, not through speech. Your Venus on

his  Moon,  your  Mercury  on  his  Moon,  your  Saturn  on  his  Mars:  everything  that  passes  well

between you passes through gesture, presence and frame — never through explanation.

That is the exact opposite of what most parenting advice recommends. In you two, explaining is

not the solution: it is often the start of the problem. Chapter V shows why.
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C H A P T E R  I V

The structural misunderstandings
This is the most useful chapter in the document, and also the one that takes the most care to write. So

let it be said once, clearly, before starting:

T O  R E A D  B E F O R E  T H I S  C H A P T E R ,  A N D  T O  R E R E A D  I F  A  P A G E  S T I N G S

Nothing that follows is a mistake of yours. A structural misunderstanding is not someone doing

badly: it is  two charts that do not speak the same language. You do what your chart does, and

Hugo receives what his receives. Between the two there is a translation, and it is the translation

that is missing.

The proof that this is not a matter of goodwill: the places that jam are precisely the ones where

you make the most effort. It is not where you are distracted that it fails — it is where you protect.

1. Your Saturn square his North Node — 0.03°
Three hundredths of a degree. It is the tightest contact in the file, and by far the most important.

The North Node of Hugo is in Leo, in house 7: the direction he grows in is being looked at by someone.

Not praised, not admired — looked at. He needs an adult to put their eyes on what he is doing while he

does it.

Your Saturn is in Scorpio, in house 5 — the house of childhood and play. Your reflex, when a child does

something, is to frame: give the rule, situate it, structure it, say what comes next. It is a good reflex, and

it comes from a serious place in your chart.

And the two arrive at right angles.
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T H E  S C E N E ,  A S  I T  H A P P E N S

Hugo shows something — a drawing, a tower, a thing he has just worked out. What he is waiting

for, literally, is for you to look.

And you answer what your Saturn in house 5 answers: «that's good, you could try…», or «wait,

show me, let's make it stand up». It is real attention, real presence, and it is even exactly what

another child would ask for.

But Hugo received an instruction instead of a look. His North Node is not fed; it is put to work.

And since a square is invisible, nobody understands why he closes up at such a kind sentence.

What defuses it, and it is tiny: two seconds of silence before answering. Look first, speak second.

The content of your sentence does not have to change — it is  the order that matters. An «oh»

before the advice, and the square does not fire.

And if only one thing were kept from the whole document: for Hugo, being looked at is not an

emotional need, it is a direction of growth. It does not wear out and it cannot be substituted.

2. Your Moon square his Neptune — 0.51°
The second most important contact, and the hardest to see because nothing visible happens.

Your Moon is in Gemini, in house 12, fused with your Chiron: what you need, you live without a witness,

and you do not show it. It is neither reserve nor coldness — it is where your chart files that kind of thing.

The Neptune of Hugo is in house 1, with his Chiron: Hugo is porous. He does not work out what you are

feeling, he breathes it in. It is as automatic as breathing, and it does not switch off.

T H E  S C E N E ,  A S  I T  H A P P E N S

You are not well — tired, worried, angry at somebody else. And you do what your house 12 does:

you absorb it, you do not mention it, you hold the frame as usual. It is an act of protection, and it is

probably the most generous thing you do in a day.

Hugo picks up the whole storm, and is told there is no storm. He has no words — eight years old,

and a point of perception that works long before language. What he feels exists and has no name.

So he does what a child does with what he cannot name: he clings, or he becomes impossible, or

his stomach hurts.

And you see a child turning difficult for no reason, on a day when you were barely holding on.

Nobody is lying, nobody is doing it on purpose, and the misunderstanding is complete.

What defuses it,  and it  does not ask you to confide in your son: name the weather,  not the

content. «I'm tired today, it isn't because of you.» One sentence. It gives him no burden — it gives

him a word to put on something he is feeling anyway. What worries him is not your mood: it is the

gap between what he perceives and what he is told.
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3. Your Sun square his Chiron — 0.40°
A delicate contact, and it needs reading slowly.

The Chiron of Hugo is in Pisces, in house 1: his tender point is lodged in his very way of showing up. He

is raw about what he is, not about what he does.

And your Sun in Gemini lands square on it. Your Sun is what you are: quick, verbal, curious, able to see

six angles of a subject in one sentence.

What that produces: your quickness, which is your quality, reaches Hugo at exactly the place where he

is fragile. A quick remark, a joke, a correction thrown out in passing — what would slide off another child

prints itself on him. It is not that he is touchy: it is that it lands right on his Chiron.

What defuses it: slowing down only when you are talking about him. You have nothing to change about

how you are — on any other subject, your speed is a gift to him (chapter III). It is only when the sentence

is about his person that it needs saying at half the speed.

And the mirror of this contact is the one that touches most, because it does not depend on you: your

Chiron lands at the bottom of his chart, exactly on his Imum Coeli, at 0.29°. The Imum Coeli is home,

the house, the base. In other words:  what you carry from furthest back is where he puts his roots.

Chapter VI says what can be done with that — and above all what cannot.

4. Your Sun square his Venus — 0.83°, and opposite his Lilith — 0.87°
Two contacts that go together and say the same thing in two forms.

The Venus of Hugo is in Virgo, in house 7: he loves the precise, the well made, the small exact detail.

Your Sun in Gemini loves movement, the new idea, the next subject.

What that gives:  what pleases you is not what pleases him, and it shows in the most ordinary things.

You offer three activities; he wants to redo yesterday's, exactly the same. You find that rigid; for him it is

the pleasure itself.

And his Lilith, in Sagittarius, opposes your Sun. Lilith is the part that is not up for negotiation. In Hugo it

sits opposite what you are — which means, plainly:  there is a place where he does not give way, and

that place is precisely where you are most yourself.

What defuses it: recognising it instead of going back to it. A child with a Lilith opposite his mother's Sun

gives way no more at eight than at fifteen; he only learns to hide it.  Choose the battles elsewhere. On

that ground, holding firm gains nothing and costs both of you a lot.

5. Your Pluto opposite his Ascendant — 0.20°
The tightest angle contact in the file, and it calls for plain speaking.

Your Pluto, in house 5, sits exactly opposite the Ascendant of Hugo. That is: on his Descendant, the

point of «the other» in his chart.
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What that means: for Hugo, you are not one adult among others. In his chart you occupy the place of

the figure who transforms — the one whose gaze counts more than all the others put together. It is very

strong, it is valuable, and it is heavy for him.

The practical consequence, and it is useful: your reactions carry disproportionate weight with him. A

frown from you is worth a telling-off from somebody else. So you never need to press — you are already

pressing, without knowing it, purely through the geometry.

And the other face, which is good: it also means your encouragements weigh the same. One sentence

from you lasts him months. That is a considerable saving, if you know you have it.

What does not jam, and it should be known
Your two Moons do not touch. No tight aspect between them. That is neither good nor bad: it means

your needs for safety run in parallel, without getting in each other's way and without feeding each other

directly.

The practical consequence is useful: you do not guess what he needs, and he does not guess what you

need. In other mother-and-child pairs,  a Moon contact does that work on its own. Here it  has to be

asked — and that is good news, because asking can be learned.
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C H A P T E R  V

The sequence that repeats
Contacts taken one by one describe isolated difficulties. What wears a bond down is  the chain — the

order in which things fire, always the same. In you two it is very recognisable, and it does not look like an

argument.

It starts in your house 12 and ends in a child who has no words.

The sequence, step by step

Something is wrong with you. Anything: tiredness, a worry, someone who hurt you. With five

points in house 12, you file it inside before you have even thought about it.

You hold the frame as usual. Meals, homework, bath time. It is the most generous thing you do,

and it does not show — precisely because it works.

Hugo picks up everything. His Neptune in house 1 is square your Moon at 0.51°: he does not have

to interpret, he receives directly. The weather is transmitted whole, without the instructions.

He has no word for it. Eight years old, and a point of perception that works long before language.

What he feels exists and has no name.

So he puts it in the body or in the behaviour. He clings, he provokes, he regresses, something

hurts. It is the only exit available.

And you see a difficult child on a day when you were barely holding on. And you do what is left

to you: you frame. Your Saturn in house 5, the one of the square at 0.03°, comes on stage.

The  frame  arrives  at  right  angles  to  his  North  Node. He  was  waiting  for  a  look,  he  gets  an

instruction. He closes up.

And  you  are  left  alone  with  what  you  were  carrying  to  begin  with,  plus  the  guilt  of  having

reacted badly. That goes back into house 12. And back to step 1.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
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W H E R E  T H E  S E Q U E N C E  B R E A K S  —  A N D  I T  I S  T H E  O N LY  P L A C E

Steps  3  and  4  depend  on  nobody.  Hugo  cannot  not  perceive,  and  he  cannot  name  what  he

perceives: he has neither the age nor the chart for it. Asking him to talk about it is asking him for

something he does not have.

Step 1 does not depend on you either. Five points in house 12 do not move, and filing things inside

is not a flaw to correct: it is how you stay standing.

The sequence breaks at step 2 — and that is the only place. One sentence, before the weather

has to be guessed:

«I'm tired today, it isn't because of you.»

This is not confiding in your child, and the two must not be confused. You give him neither the

content, nor the burden, nor the job of comforting you. You give him a word to put on something

he already feels in full. What worries him is not your mood — it is the silence around it.

Six words at step 2 replace a whole evening at step 6.

The same mechanism, the other way round
A sequence is not a fate: it is a circuit, and a circuit runs both ways. Yours has a favourable version, just as

automatic, using the same contacts.

You name the weather, whatever it is. Including when it is good: «I'm happy today». It is the same

step 2, with a sentence in it.

Hugo receives the perception AND the word at the same time. His Neptune picks up as always;

this time he has a label to stick on it.

He relaxes, and it shows at once. A child who no longer has to guess stops keeping watch.

Then you can look before framing. Two seconds of silence when he shows something — the

square at 0.03° does not fire.

His North Node is fed. He has been looked at. That is the direction of growth of his chart, and it

has just moved one notch.

And your Saturn can do its real work: rest sextile on his Mars (0.48°) and unblock his drive where

his own jams it. And back to step 1, with one more notch of confidence on each side.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
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T H E  T H I N G  T O  K E E P  F R O M  T H E S E  T W O  S E Q U E N C E S

It is the same circuit. The same contacts, in the same order. What changes is not the mechanism

— that does not move — but whether or not a word circulates at step 2.

Without a word, your protection becomes a riddle, and the riddle comes out through the body or

the  behaviour.  With  a  word,  your  protection  stays  a  protection.  You  do  not  have  to  feel

something else; you have to say five words.

And if one day nothing comes out — it happens — the emergency exit is in chapter III: your Venus

on his Moon still gets through when nothing else does. A dish, a blanket, sitting down beside him.

It works without a single sentence.

Why this sequence is silent
One detail  that matters:  unlike most parent-and-child chains,  this one  makes no noise.  There is  no

shouting, no slammed door, no open conflict.

That  is  logical:  it  plays  out  between  a  house  12  and  a  Neptune,  that  is,  between  two  points  whose

speciality is not being seen.  It can replay fifty times in a year without anyone telling themselves it is

the same thing every time.

That is what makes it wearing — and it is also why naming it once, in the cold, is often enough to defuse

it for a long time.
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C H A P T E R  V I

What Hugo wakes in your own chart
This is the chapter that really touches parents,  and the one that takes the most tact.  One rule runs

through it, and it has no exception:

T H E  R U L E  O F  T H I S  C H A P T E R

What a child wakes belongs to the person in whom it wakes. The tender points described here

are in your chart. They were there before Hugo, they stay there after. He is neither the cause, nor

the person responsible, nor the remedy.

A child is not there to repair anything in a parent. The only use of this chapter is that  knowing

where a reaction comes from stops it being laid at his feet.

Your Moon fused with your Chiron, and his Neptune right opposite
It is the heart of the chapter, and it needs taking slowly.

In your chart, your Moon and your Chiron are conjunct at 1.20°, in house 12. What you need in order to

feel safe and your most tender point occupy the same degree, in the sector of what is lived without

witness. In other words: your need and your wound are the same place, and that place is invisible.

That was true at fifteen, at thirty, and it has nothing to do with motherhood.

And the Neptune of Hugo lands square on it, at 0.51°. Neptune does not strike: it makes porous. What it

does is open.

W H AT  T H AT  P R O D U C E S  I N  Y O U ,  A N D  T H E R E  I S  N O T H I N G  T O  C O R R E C T

In  the  presence  of  Hugo,  what  you  usually  file  away  does  not  quite  file  away.  You  are  more

permeable with him than with anyone: moved more quickly, reached sooner, less able to keep the

door shut.

Many  parents  with  a  loaded  house  12  describe  exactly  this  and  take  it  for  a  weakness  that

appeared with the child.  It  is  not a weakness and it  did not appear: it  is  a point that already

existed, left closed for want of someone able to open it.

And  Hugo  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. He  does  nothing:  he  is  porous,  that  is  all.  A  child  with

Neptune in house 1 makes everything around him permeable, without wanting to and without

knowing it.

Your Chiron at the bottom of his chart — 0.29°
This  contact  is  the  one  that  touches  most,  and  it  is  worth  reading  to  the  end  before  concluding

anything.
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Your Chiron sits exactly on the Imum Coeli of Hugo, within a third of a degree. The Imum Coeli is the

base of the chart: home, roots, the place a person comes from.

Put simply: what you carry from furthest back is where Hugo puts his roots. Your Moon too, in fact, at

1.49° from the same point.

W H AT  T H AT  M E A N S ,  A N D  A B O V E  A L L  W H AT  I T  D O E S  N O T  M E A N

It does not mean you are passing on a wound. Nothing in a chart says that — and the idea itself is

false: a chart describes a meeting, not a contagion.

What it does say is simpler and more bearable:  the home of Hugo is built around something

sensitive in you,  as every home in the world is built around something. He is growing up in a

house that has a history, and he knows it without having been told — his Neptune sees to that.

What  that  changes,  concretely: when  Hugo  asks  a  question  that  touches  you  out  of  all

proportion — about your family, your childhood, why things are the way they are — he is not trying

to hurt you. He is touching the foundations of his own house. That is his most basic right, and it is

even his job.

A short true answer is worth more than a complete one, and infinitely more than a silence. «Yes, it

was complicated, I'll tell you when you're older» is a whole answer.

What he wakes in your house 5
Your Saturn and your Pluto are in house 5, the house of childhood and play. Two heavy planets in the

lightest sector of the chart.

What that says about you: play has never been an easy ground. Not because you cannot play — because

that ground is serious in you, loaded, tied to something deep. An afternoon with no purpose has never

come to you naturally.

And Hugo has his Moon in house 5. He settles himself by playing. Where you structure, he repairs.

So what he wakes in you is not irritation: it is a question you have never asked yourself — whether you

are allowed to play without it serving a purpose. Hugo asks it constantly, just by existing. It is the most

uncomfortable gift of this bond.

And it has to be said the other way too: your Saturn in house 5 makes you someone a child can count on.

That is not a consolation prize — it is exactly what the Mars-square-Saturn of Hugo needs.

What it costs you, and it should be named
A document that spoke only of the gifts would be a brochure. Here, with the same precision, is what this

configuration asks you to spend.
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It asks you to say things your chart files away. Five points in house 12: your reflex is to absorb, and that

reflex has probably served you all your life. This bond asks you to contradict it once a day, over three

words. It is a real, daily effort, and time does not reduce it.

And it asks you to look before you frame, when framing is what you do best. Two seconds — but two

seconds against a reflex.

Nobody else asks you for those two things. It is not a demand of motherhood in general: it is a demand

of this particular meeting, between your chart and his.
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C H A P T E R  V I I

Where each one lands in the other's life
So far this document has looked at the angles between the two charts. One reading remains, different

and often more telling: which area of life each one lands in, in the other's chart.

The principle is simple. Each chart is divided into twelve houses, twelve areas. When the chart of Hugo is

laid over yours, his planets fall somewhere in yours — and the other way round.  That is what says the

GROUND on which a bond is played, independently of what happens on it.

In you two, both overlays give the same answer, and that is rare.

Hugo lands in your house 4 — which is EMPTY
Four of his thirteen points sit in your house 4: his Sun, his Mercury, his Venus and his Mars. That is, what

he is, what he says, what he loves and what he does — four out of thirteen, in a single sector.

And that sector, in you,  contains nothing.  Chapter II  noted it:  your house 4, the house of home and

roots, is empty, like six others.

W H AT  T H AT  M E A N S ,  A N D  I T  I S  T H E  F I N E S T  F A C T  I N  T H E  F I L E

Nothing in your chart pulls you home by gravity. Your chart is gathered on house 12, house 11,

house 5 and house 6 — the inward, the group, what gets passed on, daily life. Home is not a work

your chart asks of you.

And Hugo comes and places four points there. In other words:  he is the one who filled that

ground. Not the house, not the move, not family life in general — him, with his chart, inside yours.

If you have ever thought that your life changed shape and not only content when he arrived, it is

written there, and it is measurable. It is not an impression.

And you land in his house 4 — his too
The reverse overlay gives the same answer, which is frankly uncommon.

Your Sun, your Moon and your Chiron sit in house 4 of Hugo. What you are, what you need and what

you carry that is most sensitive: all three in the sector of his home and his roots. Chapter VI said it from

the degrees; here it is from the grounds.

What that produces: for Hugo, you are not a person in the house —  you are the house. Where other

children have a home made of a place, of habits and of several adults, he has a home whose foundation

is you.

The useful consequence: your mood is not part of the scenery for him, it is part of the walls. That is why

chapter V insists so much on five words at step 2 — when the walls move without explanation, a child

does not look for a reason, he keeps watch.
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Three of his points in your house 6
His Saturn, his Pluto and his Lilith fall in your house 6 — daily life, routines, work, the body.

Translated: that is where he weighs. It is not an emotional load, it is an organisational one: the timetable,

the logistics, the tiredness, what the body takes. If you feel that this bond costs you mostly in daily life

and not in love, the chart says you are right.

And the good side, which is real: Saturn and Pluto in a house 6 also install solidity there. Your ordinary

life is better held since he arrived, not only heavier.

His Moon in your house 12
A quiet landing and a very important one.

The Moon of Hugo — his need for comfort — falls in your house 12, exactly where five of your points

already live.

What that gives: he comes looking for comfort in the room of your chart that you open to nobody. And

he gets in. It is probably the strangest experience of this bond for you: a child who reaches, without

asking for anything, a place you have closed to every adult in your life.

It is not an intrusion. He has no intention and knows nothing of any of this — it is simply where his Moon

lands.

What the asymmetry says about the bond
It has to be named plainly, because it is structural and not relational.

You are everywhere in him: his house 4, his house 5, his house 2, his house 8. Your points spread across

nine of his twelve houses. He concentrates in you on three grounds: home, daily life, the inward.

What that produces, and it is worth writing down:

You occupy an immense place in his life — larger than you think. Nine houses out of twelve, at eight

years old. That is normal at that age, and it stays true longer than average because of the Pluto sitting on

his Descendant (chapter IV).

And he occupies a narrower but deeper place in you. Three grounds only — but one of them was empty

before him, and it is the ground of home.

Neither place is  larger than the other.  They are not measured in the same unit:  his is  wide,  yours is

foundational.
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C H A P T E R  V I I I

Comforting, understanding, setting a frame
Three things a parent does every day, and they do not run through the same contacts. This chapter

takes them one at a time, with what the chart says about each — and for two of them, the answer is not

the expected one.

Comforting — the crossed Moons
Let us start with what is missing, because it is the most useful information: your two Moons are linked

by no aspect at all. Nothing. What reassures you and what reassures him do not communicate directly.

What that implies, very concretely: what would comfort you does not comfort him. And it is counter-

intuitive, because a parent comforts by instinct the way they would like to be comforted.

Your Moon is in Gemini, in house 12. You settle yourself with words — understanding, putting things

into shape, naming what is happening — and out of sight.

His Moon is in Cancer, in house 5. He settles himself with the soft, the familiar, the body, play. Not with

speech.

T H E  P R A C T I C A L  C O N S E Q U E N C E ,  A N D  I T  M AY  B E  T H E  M O S T  U S E F U L  I N  T H E  D O C U M E N T

When Hugo is overwhelmed, «what happened?» is the wrong question — not because it is badly

meant, but because it asks him, in the middle of distress, for exactly what he cannot do.

What  works  instead: being  there,  physically,  without  demanding  a  story.  A  blanket,  a  hot

chocolate,  sitting down beside him, offering to play something familiar.  His Moon in house 5

repairs by playing — that is literal, not an image.

And the contact that makes all this easy is already there: your Venus is sextile his Moon at 0.53°

(chapter III). Your way of being gentle is exactly calibrated for him. You have nothing to learn: you

have to not replace the gesture with the question.

The words come later — often three days later, and often in the car. That is where to be available,

not in the minute.

Understanding — the crossed Mercuries
Your Mercury is in Cancer, in house 12: you understand through atmosphere, you speak by association,

you catch the implicit before the explicit.

The Mercury of Hugo is in Libra, in house 8, fused with his Sun: he thinks by weighing, he looks for what

is fair, and he goes toward what is hidden. A child who asks «why» all the way down, and who does not

accept a convenient answer.
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There is no tight aspect between your two Mercuries — but your Mercury is conjunct his Moon (2.39°),

which shifts the whole question: your words do not go to his head, they go to his need for safety.

W H AT  T H AT  C H A N G E S  A B O U T  E X P L A N AT I O N S

A  long  explanation  does  not  enlighten  him:  it  reassures  him  or  it  worries  him. The content

matters less than the tone — it is his Moon that receives, not his Mercury.

And his Mercury in house 8 does need exactness. He detects a convenient answer instantly, and

then loses trust in speech in general — not only in that one answer.

The combination of the two gives a simple rule: short answers,  calm tone, and true.  «I  don't

know» is  a  good  answer  with  him.  «It's  nothing» when  it  is  not  nothing  is  the  only  one  that

damages anything.

Setting a frame — the crossed Saturns
This is the ground where your chart and his answer each other best, and that is good news given what

chapter IV says.

Your Saturn is sextile his Mars at 0.48°: your structure frees his drive. In him, Mars and Saturn are square

at 0.15° — wanting and braking are welded, and he cannot separate them alone. A frame coming from

you does the work his own chart cannot do.

And his own Saturn is in Sagittarius, in house 10, trine his North Node: he has a sense of the rule that is

his own, turned toward the outside world and toward what stands up.

W H AT  M A K E S  A  F R A M E  L A N D  O R  N O T  L A N D ,  W I T H  H I M

A frame announced BEFORE lands very well. «We tidy up at seven.» Set in advance, it falls on the

Saturn-Mars sextile and it helps.

A frame set DURING falls on the square at 0.03°. It is the same frame, at the wrong moment: it

arrives instead of the look he was waiting for, and he closes up.

The difference is not in the firmness, nor the content, nor the tone. It is only in the moment. It is

probably the highest-yield adjustment in this whole document.

What belongs to Hugo, and what this document is not going to say
A synastry describes tendencies of meeting between two charts. It knows nothing of who Hugo is, and it

has no authority to say so. This chapter offers reading keys; you are the one who knows whether they

open anything — and he is the one who knows who he is.
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C H A P T E R  I X

The growth axis
This chapter describes what this bond has to teach each of you.  It is handled with care: a direction is

not a duty, and nothing here obliges anyone — least of all an eight-year-old.

Your Saturn square his North Node — 0.03°, read the other way
Chapter IV showed what this  contact costs day to day.  Now it  has to be read the other way round,

because a square to the North Node is never only an obstacle.

The North Node of Hugo is in Leo, in house 7: he grows by being looked at. And a child who has never

met resistance on his direction of growth does not learn it — he receives it, which is not the same thing.

Your Saturn is the resistance. It obliges Hugo to ask for the look rather than wait for it, to say things

rather than assume, to come back rather than give up. It  is  uncomfortable for both of you, and it  is

exactly the work of a square.

T H E  N U A N C E  T H AT  C H A N G E S  E V E R Y T H I N G

A square makes a person grow  when it sometimes gives way. If it never gives way, it teaches

nothing: it closes.

Concretely: two seconds of looking before framing, a few times a day, is enough to make this

contact an engine rather than a wall. That is not permissiveness — your frame stays whole. It is

the order of the two gestures, nothing else.

Your North Node trine his Pluto — 0.92°
In the other direction, and it is the most favourable contact of this axis.

Your  North  Node  is  in  Taurus,  in  house  11:  your  direction  of  growth  runs  through  the  concrete,  the

lasting, what gets built with others and over time. Coming from a chart with five points in house 12, that

is a demanding direction — it asks of you precisely what your chart does not give you.

The Pluto of Hugo lands trine on it, effortlessly. What that produces:  his presence pulls you toward

the concrete and the lasting, asking nothing and without your having to force yourself. A child imposes

reality — timetables, bodies, things that cannot be settled in one's head.

In other words, and it is worth daring to write: this bond moves you along your own path. Not because

Hugo is there for that — he is there for nothing — but because the geometry falls that way.

Your two North Nodes square — 4.77°
A wide contact, and it says something simple.
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Your North Node is in Taurus, his in Leo. Your direction of growth runs through the solid and the lasting;

his runs through presence and being seen. They are at right angles.

What that means:  you are not learning the same thing at the same time,  and you cannot serve as

models for each other. What moves you along does not move him along, and the reverse.

That  is  not  a  problem  —  it  is  a  reason  not  to  expect  him  to  validate  your  choices,  nor  yourself  to

understand his spontaneously. Two paths that cross at right angles see each other very well; they never

merge.

Your Chiron at the bottom of his chart, one last time
Chapter VI said what this contact wakes in you. It has to be looked at once from the side of Hugo, with all

the caution that requires.

Your Chiron on his Imum Coeli places, at the base of his chart, a sensitivity that is not his. What that

produces in him, in one sentence: Hugo is early to notice what hurts other people.

That is not a burden in itself, and it can become one of the finest things in his life — people who know

how to listen are made of that material. But it needs watching, at one point only: a child who is very alert

to adult pain can come to believe he is responsible for repairing it.

The safeguard fits in one sentence, said now and then and without ceremony: «it isn't your job to take

care of me». It costs nothing and it is worth years.

W H AT  T H I S  A X I S  S AY S  —  A N D  A B O V E  A L L  W H AT  I T  D O E S  N O T  S AY

These contacts describe a real reciprocal usefulness: your frame puts his direction of growth to

work, his presence moves yours along.

They say nothing about what Hugo must become, and nothing about what you must achieve. A

Node indicates a direction, never a duty. What you do with that indication belongs entirely to you

— including doing nothing with it.

And one point that matters: a child owes nothing to a parent's path of growth. If this chapter is of

use to you, so much the better. It asks nothing of him.
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C H A P T E R  X

Day to day
This is the chapter of ordinary mechanics: how you talk to each other, where it fails, how the days hold

together, and what changes everything for almost nothing.

How you talk — and where it derails
Everything starts from the same geometry: your Moon square his Neptune, and your Saturn square his

North Node. The first sends the weather through without the words; the second makes the frame arrive

instead of the look.

You speak little about what you feel and a great deal about what needs doing. That is not dryness:

your Sun, your Moon and your Mercury are in house 12, they do not come out easily, and what does

come out is the organisation.

He perceives everything and says nothing about it. Neptune in house 1: he picks up; Mercury in house

8: what he understands, he keeps. At eight years old that gives a child who knows a lot of things he does

not report.

The result is a pair where each is full of information about the other and nobody passes any of it on.

W H AT  C A L M S  I T

Naming the weather in five words. «I'm tired, it

isn't you.» It is step 2 of chapter V, and it is the

highest-yield gesture in the document.

Looking for two seconds before answering.

When he shows something, the order matters

more than the content.

Announcing frames in advance. «We tidy up at

seven», said at half past six, falls on the sextile,

not on the square.

Comforting with a gesture, not a question. His

Moon in house 5 repairs by playing — literally.

W H AT  M A K E S  I T  W O R S E

Holding on in silence on a hard day. He picks up

the storm and is told there is no storm: that is

where the whole sequence starts.

«What happened?» in the middle of distress. It

asks him, at the worst moment, for what he

cannot do.

Answering with advice when he shows

something. However excellent, the advice

arrives instead of the look.

Insisting where his Lilith opposes your Sun. He

does not give way; he learns to hide it.

How it tightens, and how it mends
In you two it does not tighten by shouting: it tightens in silence. That is the signature of a house 12 /

Neptune bond. There is no clear argument, there is a chill, a distance, a child who turns strange and a

parent who turns brief.

And the mending does not run through conversation. That is counter-intuitive and it is measured: no

aspect between your Moons, your Mercury goes to his Moon and not to his Mercury,  and his Moon

settles through play. What mends is a gesture, a presence, a ritual taken up again.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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The words come afterwards, and often long afterwards — in the car, walking, at bedtime. That is where

to be available, not in the minute that follows.

S E N T E N C E S  T H AT  W O R K ,  A N D  W H Y  T H E S E

«I'm tired today, it isn't because of you.»

Why: his Neptune in house 1 receives your weather anyway. This sentence gives him no burden —

it gives him a word. What worries him is not your mood, it is the silence around it.

«Show me.» — and say nothing for two seconds.

Why: his North Node in house 7 grows on being looked at. The advice can come straight after; it

lands very well.

«I don't know.»

Why: his Mercury in house 8 spots a convenient answer instantly, and then loses trust in speech

in general. An honest non-answer is worth more than a comfortable answer.

«It isn't your job to take care of me.»

Why: your Chiron is at the bottom of his chart. A child very alert to adult pain can come to believe

he is in charge of repairing it. That sentence unloads him, and it costs nothing.

The moments of the day that count
Two moments concentrate nearly everything, and they are not the expected ones.

The coming home — school, work. That is the moment your weather enters the house, and his Neptune

reads it whole before you have put your bag down. Five words at that moment are worth an hour of

discussion later.

Bedtime. His Moon in Cancer, your Mercury in Cancer fused with it: that is the moment your voice calms

him  best,  and  the  moment  what  he  has  kept  from  the  day  can  come  out.  It  is  not  the  moment  to

conclude anything — it is the moment to stay sitting three minutes longer without asking.

And one moment not to over-invest: the meal. That is where your organising reflex and his need for a

look cross worst — many frames to set, little availability to look. It is not worth making it the meeting

point of the bond.

Which area this bond plays out in
The contacts concentrate on three sectors: your house 4 (empty before him, filled by four of his points),

your house 6 (daily life, where he weighs) and your house 12 (the inward, where his Moon comes looking

for comfort).

Translated: this bond plays out at home, in the organisation and inside you — not in the great questions

of upbringing. What really gets decided between you gets decided in tiny things: the time of coming

home, the evening ritual, how a day begins.

S O P H I E  &  H U G O  ·  SY N ASTRY  ·  ASTR O LU M A

28



C H A P T E R  X I

At the ages to come
A bond between a parent and a child does not play out in the same place at eight, at twelve and at

fifteen. This chapter describes how the mechanics of chapters IV and V move at the major passages of

the chart of Hugo — and what, in you, becomes useful each time.

W H AT  T H I S  C H A P T E R  I S  N O T

These  are  not  predictions,  and  there  is  no  date  here. An  astrological  passage  describes  a

climate, not an event: it says what a period presses on, never what happens.

A child can go through a major passage without anything being noticed. This chapter is here so

as not to worry, not to worry in advance.

What has already passed: around seven
The first great passage of a child's life happened recently:  Saturn square its own place, around seven

and a half. It is the moment a child discovers that the world has rules that do not depend on him.

In Hugo, with a Mars already square his Saturn at 0.15°, that passage was probably rougher than average

— a lot of «I want» followed at once by «I can't». If you noticed a period of quick discouragement and

anger at himself, that was it, and it is over.

Around nine
Two movements that go together, and they are rather favourable.

Saturn  comes  square  his  Moon. What  that  presses  on:  the  need  for  safety  meets  constraint.

Concretely, a child who needs more reassurance and asks for it less well — more sulking than tears.

And  Jupiter  passes  over  his  North  Node,  at  the  same  time.  What  that  presses  on:  his  direction  of

growth opens. It is an age when being looked at becomes even more necessary to him, and when it does

him particular good.

What becomes useful in you: the two seconds of looking from chapter IV, but twice as often. It is the

year  they  pay  off  most.  And  an  activity  where  someone  watches  him  do  it  —  a  club,  a  stage,  a

tournament — is worth more than any conversation.

Around twelve
The most delicate passage of the three, and it needs reading calmly.

Neptune comes square his Moon, very tight. What that presses on: the porousness increases further,

and the need for safety turns blurred. A child who no longer quite knows what he feels, who has moods

without cause, and who explains them badly.
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And Saturn comes square his North Node — the same angle your Saturn already makes at 0.03°.  In

other words: during that period, the sky presses exactly where your chart already presses. That is not

you getting worse, it is a temporary addition.

What becomes useful in you, and it is precise: naming the weather even more often, and framing even

less during. What your chart does naturally — structure — is, in that period, the thing he needs least. The

rest of his chart is solid; it is a season, not a character.

Some good news in the same period: Uranus comes trine his Sun. What that presses on: boldness,

originality, an urge to do things differently. It is an excellent moment to let him try something you do not

understand.

Around fourteen
The great passage of adolescence, and it is particularly sharp in Hugo.

Saturn comes opposite its own place — six hundredths of a degree, that is, as exact as it gets —  and

square his Mars in the same movement. What that presses on: everything in him that ties drive to brake

comes under tension at once.

Translated plainly: an adolescent who wants a great deal, who blocks himself, and who experiences that

block as an injustice coming from outside. The frame, at that moment, becomes the subject.

And Chiron comes square his Ascendant,  within four hundredths. What that presses on: his tender

point,  lodged in his very way of appearing,  turns loud. Appearance, the body,  being seen — all  of  it

weighs at once.

W H AT  B E C O M E S  U S E F U L  I N  Y O U ,  AT  T H AT  A G E

Your Saturn sextile his Mars (0.48°) becomes the main tool again. It is the contact that unblocks

his drive where his own jams it, and that is precisely what is under tension at fourteen.

Concretely: clear frames, few of them, announced in advance, and not negotiable once set. It is

what your chart  does best,  and it  is  what his  chart  most needs at  that moment.  Chapter VIII

describes the adjustment — announced BEFORE, never DURING; it is worth even more at that

age than at eight.

And what does not work: arguing. A Saturn opposite Saturn cannot be reasoned with; it leans on

something solid and it passes.

Around fifteen
Uranus comes square his Venus and his Chiron, and Neptune opposes his Sun. What that presses on:

bonds, tastes and self-image are all called into question at once, and identity turns blurred at the very

moment he is asked to choose.
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It is the classic passage of adolescence, more marked in him because of his loaded house 7:  what he

lives runs through other people — friendships, first stories, what the group thinks. It plays out there, not

at home.

What  becomes  useful  in  you: staying  the  foundation  without  demanding  the  story.  Chapter  VII

established it — you are his house 4, you are the base. At that age, a base does not ask questions: it stays

open and it does not move.

And the contact from chapter IV, your Pluto on his Descendant, takes on its full importance there: your

gaze weighs as much at fifteen as at eight. One sentence from you can carry a year. Choose it.

W H AT  D O E S  N O T  C H A N G E  AT  A N Y  O F  T H E S E  A G E S

Your Venus stays sextile his Moon, at 0.53°, for life. Contacts between two birth charts never

move: it is the transits that pass, not the geometry.

Which means that  the gesture still works at fifteen, and at thirty. The dish he likes, presence

without words, the ritual taken up again: it is the channel that never closed, and nothing in the

two charts closes it.

It is probably the most reassuring thing in the whole document.
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C H A P T E R  X I I

What does you both good, concretely
Astrology is abstract; family life is not. Every suggestion in this chapter is tied to a real point in the two

charts — otherwise it would be a magazine. And these are things to try, not instructions.

What works between the two of you
Doing something side by side, without talking. It is the format that uses your best contacts at once:

your  Venus  on  his  Moon  (the  gesture),  your  Mercury  on  his  Moon  (your  voice,  even  talking  about

something else), and no frame to set. Cooking, mending things, gardening, tidying together.

Play, and with no goal. His Moon is in house 5: he does not play in order to learn, he plays in order to

repair. A game that serves a purpose does not have the same effect — and for your Saturn in house 5,

that is precisely the hardest exercise in the document. An afternoon with no aim is real work for you; it is

also the most useful.

What does not work: activities where one teaches the other. They put your Saturn in the position of a

frame while he is waiting for a look — it is the square at 0.03° running continuously.

What does him good
Being  watched  doing  something  by  someone. North  Node  in  Leo,  in  house  7:  it  is  his  direction  of

growth, and it cannot be substituted. A club, a team, a stage, an adult who watches — whatever the field,

it is being looked at that counts.

A clear frame with few rules. His Mars square his Saturn at 0.15° needs someone to separate drive from

brake for him. Three rules held are worth more than fifteen rules negotiated.

Time with an adult who is not you. His house 7 is loaded and your Pluto sits on his Descendant: you

occupy a great deal of room in the sector of «the other». Another trusted adult — not to replace you, to

widen.

And what exhausts him: days with no dead time. Neptune in house 1: he absorbs the atmosphere of

everything  he  passes  through,  and  he  has  no  filter.  An  hour  alone  in  his  room  after  school  is  not

isolation, it is a technical necessity.

What does you good
This paragraph is here because a parent-and-child synastry that spoke only of the child would be half

wrong.

Time without a witness. Five points in house 12: it is not a luxury, it is the fuel. An hour alone does not

make you less available afterwards — it makes you available at all.

Words, for you. Your Sun and your Moon are in Gemini, your Mercury in the sign of Cancer: you settle

yourself by putting things into shape. And this bond asks you precisely to hold back your explanations
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with Hugo (chapter VIII). So it has to come out elsewhere — a person, a notebook, whatever. This is not

comfort: with no outlet, your house 12 fills up, and that is the starting point of the sequence in chapter V.

And something concrete shared. Your North Node is in Taurus, in house 11: your direction of growth

runs through the lasting and through the group. What does you good is neither rest alone nor effort

alone — it is building something with other people, over time.

Rhythm: who needs what

YO U  N E E D  S I L E N C E

Five points in house 12: you recharge without a

witness. It is not emotional withdrawal, it is fuel

— and if  you do not take it,  nobody gives it  to

you.

A N D  TO  S AY  T H I N G S ,  E L S E W H E R E

Sun  and  Moon  in  Gemini:  what  is  not  put  into

words does not get filed in you, it accumulates.

An adult to talk to is not optional.

H E  N E E D S  TO  B E  S E E N

North  Node  in  house  7:  a  few  minutes  of  real

looking are worth an hour of organised activity. It

is a direction of growth, not a whim.

A N D  D E A D  T I M E

Neptune  in  house  1:  he  absorbs  everything  he

passes through. Without an empty stretch in the

day he overflows — and it comes out through the

body or the behaviour.

The setting that satisfies both: an hour of separation after school — him in his room, you elsewhere,

each without a witness — then twenty minutes together with no goal. In that order. Your two needs are

not opposed; they follow each other very badly when nobody has put them the right way round.

Questions to ask yourself
Five questions cut for these two charts. They are not rhetorical: they have answers, and the answers are

not obvious.

Today, was Hugo watched doing something? Not praised — watched. It is the one question in the

document that gets asked every day.

What is he picking up from me right now that I have not named? He picks it up anyway; the only

variable is the word.

Was that frame announced before,  or set during? That is  the whole difference between the

sextile and the square.

Who do I talk to? If the answer is «nobody», the sequence in chapter V is already running.

What will I never get him to give way on? His Lilith opposes your Sun: there is such a place, and

spotting it saves years of useless battle.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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C H A P T E R  X I I I

The path of the bond
This  chapter  does  not  say  whether  you  are  raising  Hugo  well  —  this  document  has  neither  the

competence nor the right to say so. It says what this meeting of charts asks for, and what it gives.

What this bond asks of you
To say five words a day that your chart does not want to say. That is the central request, and it does not

vary from chapter to chapter: name the weather. Five points in house 12 file everything inside, and that

reflex has served you a long time.  This bond asks you to contradict it a little, every day, over three

words. Not to confide: to give a label.

To look before framing. Two seconds. Your frame stays whole — it is the order of the two gestures that

changes everything, because of the square at 0.03°.

And to drop one battle. His Lilith opposes your Sun: there is a place where he never gives way, and that

place is where you are most yourself. Spotting it and going round it is not giving up — it is saving ten

years.

What this bond gives you
A home your chart was not asking of you. Four points of Hugo in your empty house 4: it is measured,

and it is the sharpest thing in chapter VII. Your life changed shape, not only content.

The concrete,  in a  chart  that lives inward. His  Pluto trine your North Node:  his  presence pulls  you

toward the lasting and the tangible, exactly where your path of growth goes, and where your chart alone

does not take you.

And  the  opening  of  a  closed  place. His  Neptune  square  your  Moon  fused  with  your  Chiron:  in  his

presence, what you file away files away less well. It is uncomfortable and it is not a weakness — it is a

point that was closed for want of someone able to open it.

What this bond gives him
A frame that frees instead of shutting in. Your Saturn sextile his Mars, at 0.48°: in him, drive and brake

are welded at 0.15°, and he cannot separate them alone. A structure coming from you does the work his

own chart cannot do. Few adults can give him that.

A solid base. Your Sun, your Moon and your Chiron in his house 4: you are not a person in his house, you

are his house. At eight it is obvious; at twenty it is a resource.

And an affection that arrives intact. Your Venus sextile his Moon, at 0.53°: what you do gently arrives

exactly as you sent it. It is the channel that has never failed.
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W H AT  I S  S O L I D  I N  T H I S  B O N D ,  A N D  S H O U L D  B E  K N O W N

The difficulties in this file are all of one type: they are difficulties of translation, not of substance.

Nothing in these two charts says you want opposite things. Everything says that what one sends

does not arrive in the other's language.

And what translates is already there: your Venus on his Moon, your Mercury on his Moon, your

Saturn on his Mars. Three flowing contacts,  all  under a degree, all  on the side of gesture and

frame. This bond has its tools.

A difficulty of translation is worked on with sentences and gestures. A difficulty of substance is

not. That is good news, and it should be read as such.

The three things that would wear this bond down
This is not a prediction — nothing here says what happens. It is a reading of the mechanism: in this

particular configuration, three things cost more than elsewhere.

1. Silence about your own state. It is the starting point of the sequence in chapter V, and the only one

that depends entirely on you. As long as the weather circulates without a word, Hugo carries it without a

name — and a child who carries without a name puts it in the body.

2. The frame instead of the look, repeated. Once is nothing. Repeated over years, it teaches a child that

showing something brings work. What wears out here is not the affection: it is the urge to show.

3. Your exhaustion, because it has no exit. Five points in house 12, three of his points in your house 6,

and nobody to talk to: that is a sum visible in the chart.  This is not wellbeing advice, it is a point of

mechanics — your house 12 is the first link in the sequence, and it empties by talking to an adult, not

otherwise.

W H AT  T H E S E  T H R E E  P O I N T S  H AV E  I N  C O M M O N

None of them is a conflict. They are not disagreements, they are silences: a state not named, a

look not given, a tiredness that does not come out.

That is consistent with everything else in this document: between you, the substance passes and

the translation snags. What would damage this bond would not be what you said to each other

— it would be what you did not say.

And that is rather good news, because all three are handled the same way: with one word, short,

at the right moment.

What this document cannot say
It does not know what you have been through, nor what you have already tried, nor what Hugo carries

from elsewhere. It knows only the geometry of two charts.
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This synastry can carry something simple, and an easier one can leave two people walking right past

each other. What decides is not in the sky: it is what each person does with what they have understood.
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C H A P T E R  X I V

Ten practical keys

This bond in five sentences
One. You live inward and Hugo lives toward the other: five of your points in house 12, six of his in houses

7 and 8. You do not operate in the same world.

Two. Your Saturn is square his North Node at three hundredths of a degree: what you offer as a frame

arrives at right angles to the direction he grows in.

Three. His Neptune is square your Moon: he perceives your weather whole, and he has no words for it.

The whole sequence of chapter V starts there.

Four. Your Venus is sextile his Moon at half a degree: what you do gently arrives exactly as you sent it. It

is the channel that never fails.

Five. All  your difficulties are difficulties of  translation,  none is  a difficulty of  substance.  That is  what

makes them workable.

Ten keys

Name the weather in five words. «I'm tired, it isn't you.» It is not confiding: it is giving a label to

something he already feels.

Look  for  two  seconds  before  answering. When  he  shows  something,  the  order  of  the  two

gestures matters more than their content.

Announce frames before, never during. The same frame lands on the sextile or on the square

depending on when it is set.

Comfort with a gesture, not a question. «What happened?» asks him, at the worst moment, for

what he cannot do. His Moon in house 5 repairs by playing.

Answer short, calm, and true. «I don't know» is a good answer. His Mercury in house 8 spots a

convenient answer instantly.

Slow down only when the sentence is about him. Your Sun is square his Chiron: on any other

subject, your quickness is a gift.

Do not insist where he does not give way. His Lilith opposes your Sun: he does not give way, he

only learns to hide it.

An  hour  without  a  witness  for  each  of  you,  before  being  together. Your  house  12  and  his

Neptune in house 1 have the same need, and it comes before shared time, not after.

Tell  him it  is  not his  job to take care of  you. Your Chiron is  at  the bottom of his  chart.  That

sentence costs nothing and is worth years.

Talk to an adult, yourself. This is not comfort: your house 12 is the first link in the sequence, and it

does not empty on its own.

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
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Closing note. This reading is a symbolic tool of observation, in the humanistic tradition: it describes the

meeting between two charts of the sky, never a verdict on a family. It gives no score, no rating, no probability

— and it tells nobody how to raise their child.

Nothing here replaces what you observe yourself, nor the eye of a professional if a concrete question arises. 

A structural misunderstanding is nobody's fault: it is two charts that do not speak the same language,

and a language can be learned.

And the last word goes to Hugo. This document speaks of him at length — his needs, his tender points,

what he perceives — without his having asked for any of it. So it has to be written, for today and for the day

he may read it himself: the last word on who Hugo is belongs to him, always and only. A chart of the sky

describes a starting material. What he makes of it concerns him alone.

A S T R O L U M A

Synastry · mother and child   ·    sample document

The names, dates, times and places are fictional — the sky is genuinely calculated

Calculations: Swiss ephemeris, Placidus house system

Personal document, not medical, not divinatory   ·    hello@astroluma.app 
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